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March 2021 

Senior Pastor’s Message 

With my warm greetings in the most precious name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ! 

A year ago, on 18 March 2020, Malaysia was placed under movement 

control order to curb the spread of novel coronavirus. On 11 March 2020, 

WHO declared covid-19 as a pandemic. And subsequently, the nation 

went through various phases of movement control orders, culminating in 

the reimposition of MCO 2.0 on 13 January 2021. Globally, at the time of 

writing on 26 February 2021, there have been 112,456,453 confirmed 

cases of COVID-19, including 2,497,514 deaths, reported to WHO. Our 

country has reported 295,951 confirmed cases with 1,111 deaths. Our 

prayers are for the families whose loved ones had died due to covid-19, 

those who are being treated in the hospitals and quarantine centres, for 

the frontliners for their sacrificial labor of love and for the many NGOs, 

religious groups and people involved in the welfare of the vulnerable, the 

poor and the marginalized groups. Our prayer is also for the nation’s 

leaders for wisdom to find measures & practical solutions to contain the 

pandemic and to govern the nation with righteousness, justice and mercy. 

The pandemic has affected the whole world and every sectors of the 

society. For CBC as a Church, the pandemic has affected us in many 

ways, from not being able to gather in person for church services, cell 

groups, and many aspects of organized church life. The pandemic has 

revealed to us what are the bare essentials of the Church – Jesus, the 

Word, communion, prayer, worship, mission, evangelism and making 

disciples. Through the pandemic, the Lord downshifted the Church into a 

mode of simplicity, stripped of non-essentials, but renewed in its 

fundamental identity as the people of God. In addition, the pandemic has 

resulted in a re-thinking of what it means to be a Christian in more than 

just going to Church on Sunday. What does it look like to be a Christian in 

a world where the previously most conspicuous thing about our faith 

identity – going to Church – is gone. It has had forced us to re-think about 
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our Christian identity and calling as Christ’s disciples, the way we do 

Church, pastoral care, and a fresh approach to evangelism and disciple-

making. I trust we have had strategically stewarded this forced withdrawal 

from one another in church life, from our comforts and rhythms and 

recommit with fresh passion and new energy to creating vibrancy and 

community in our Church and church life, not only in good times but also 

sustainable in difficult times. 

How shall we prepare ourselves in the month of March 2021? Consider 

Elijah who was sent by God to pronounce a drought of 3½ years upon 

King Ahab and his domain (1 Kings 17:1). Farms would fail, famine will 

stalk the land and Baal’s cult of deceit would face the challenge of all 

time. And how did Elijah muster the courage to deliver this dreadful 

message to the murderous, Yahweh-hating king and queen? Surely, he 

was empowered by the Living Lord, the initiator of the prophecy. I am 

sure Elijah must have been thinking to run through the city of Samaria 

declaring God’s judgment, hoping to shake the people up and get their 

attention. But God has other plans. He told him to go away from here and 

hide by the brook Cherith (1 Kings 17:2-3). But why? God knows best. 

Firstly, it was for his protection. It you skip ahead to 1 Kings 18:10, you 

will find that there was no nation or kingdom where the wrathful Ahab had 

not sent to search for the prophet. Secondly, it was for Elijah’s training. 

An essential part of becoming a man and woman of God is to learn 

contentment in the humble places of life. God provided food for Elijah and 

he drank from the brook. Until, the brook dried up because there was no 

rain in the land (1 Kings 17:4-7). The dried up brook was the result of his 

own prayer. Elijah was experiencing the result of his own prayer, but it 

hurt. Have you ever prayed to become more like Christ, but then asked 

God not to let it hurt too much? To become patient, but only if it didn’t 

take too long? To learn humility, but only if it didn’t make you 

uncomfortable? Remember, God’s Cherith is not designed for our comfort 

– it is designed for our spiritual growth and maturity. And sometimes it 

involves pain. I have four thoughts for us, gleaned from Elijah’s life. 
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First, God’s direction includes provision. God told Elijah to go to the 

brook. There, he found safety (from Ahab), quietness and cool water to 

drink and a menu planned by ravens. Not exactly the chefs we would 

have chosen, but who better to carry food to a remote hiding place and 

not blab to anyone about it? God’s provision is often surprising but He 

has your best interest in His heart. It will always be the best ways. You 

may have your plan for a relationship, a change in career, a family plan 

and so on. But the pandemic has had created havoc in your plan. May I 

encourage you with a prayerful thought that our plans may have changed 

for the moment, but that may be one of the best things to happen to us, to 

bring us in step with God’s plan, which has not changed. 

Second, we are to trust God one day at a time. God directed Elijah to the 

brook Cherith to hide and then when the brook dried up, God told him to 

go to Zarephath where the Lord said He will direct a widow to provide 

food for him (1 Kings 17:7-8). Did you notice that God never told Elijah 

the next step until he had obeyed the previous command? Elijah faced 

each day and each challenge one at a time. Likewise, we must be found 

in a place of daily communion with the Lord, for Him to direct us each 

step of the way. And make sure we follow through on what He told us, 

otherwise, He will not reveal the next step. For some of us, this will be a 

time to confess our disobedience to do what He has had revealed to us, 

and realign with His purpose.   

Third, a dried up brook is often a sign of God’s pleasure, not His 

disappointment, in our walk with Him. Had Elijah done anything wrong 

that he needed to be disciplined for? No! He had been praying fervently 

that God would intervene in Israel’s idolatry and he had fearlessly faced 

Ahab in obedience to the Lord’s command. And God has heard his prayer 

and intervened on his behalf. Likewise, God is waiting for our invitation 

through prayer to work on our behalf? Are we willing? And that lead me to 

my last thought. 

Fourth, we must be willing to obey the Lord’s command. For some of us, 

to a hidden Cherith in the midst of the pandemic for renewal; for some 
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others, to follow His plan as He purposed to use us. God led Elijah by the 

brook Cherith – the dried up brook – to further shape and refine His 

willing servant’s faith. Why? For he would then need courageous faith in 

the day ahead to face Ahab’s 450 prophets of Baal on Mount Carmel.  

Dearly beloved, I humbly pray we can identify with Elijah’s sojourn at 

Cherith. What is God doing in your own Cheriths? Have we gained any 

insight into the way God prepares us for a deeper relationship with Him 

and further service for Him in and through this pandemic?  

As a Church, let’s hit reset on some of the ways we do church and in our 

approach to making disciples, strengthening families, evangelism, 

mission and community-based ministries. The Lord has had led the 

Church to think outside of the box as we serve our ‘Simon Peters’ | BEST 

in the midst of much restrictions, touching bases with them, sowing acts 

of kindness and sharing the good news of God’s love in Jesus Christ, 

doing good works through CBC Food Bank, partnering with other Food 

Banks, working with other entities such as the Malaysia Baptist 

Convention, with What a Waste, to bring hope, warm food, essential food 

stuffs and relief to the poor, vulnerable and marginalized. God knows 

where the seed has fallen and how it will grow. 

I would end here with these closing words that the opportunities for 

gospel work, care for those in need, and personal spiritual growth are 

boundless. Every one of us, whether single, married, young or old, 

employed or not, stands at a threshold of a great gospel opportunity. Let 

us hit reset and learn, for some of us, unlearn, relearn, as we strategically 

stewarded ourselves to embrace a new evangelism system in the year of 

making disciples. For CBC Group of English Churches, let’s come 

together for the next training on 7 March 2021. For CBC Group of 

Chinese Churches, let’s press on into the fullness of His will as ONE 

CBC. The Lord be praised! 
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CBC Online Sunday Service Schedule for March 2021 

Date Time Sermon Title 
Scripture 
Passage 

Preacher 

Preaching Sub-theme: DUTY - CHRIST'S PREEMINENCE DEMONSTRATED IN 
COLOSSIANS 

7 

Holy 
Communion 

10.00am 

Demonstrate 

Christ's Preeminence 

in Christian fellowship 

Colossians 
3:12-17 

Elder Sr. Dr. 
Ong See Lian 

14 10.00am 

Demonstrate 

Christ's Preeminence 

in home and work 

Colossians 
3:18-4:1 

Elder Tan 

Beng Teong 

21 10.00am 

Demonstrate 

Christ's Preeminence 

in Christian Witness 

Colossians 
4:2-6 

Senior Pastor 
Reynold Lim 

28 10.00am 

Demonstrate 

Christ's Preeminence 

in Christian Service 

Colossians 
4:7-18 

Pastor Malcolm 
Lloyd Atkinson 

 

牧邻浸信教会3月份线上主日崇拜 

日期 时间 讲章题目 经文章节 讲道者 

讲道副题: 职责 - 歌罗西书里所示范的基督居首位 

7 

圣餐 

10.00am(粤) 

11.30am(华) 

在基督徒团契里 

示范基督居首位 
歌罗西书 3:12-17 黄育仁牧师 

14 
10.00am(粤) 

11.30am(华) 

在住家和职场上 

示范基督居首位 
歌罗西书 3:18-4:1 郑掁隆长老 

21 
10.00am(粤) 

11.30am(华) 

在基督徒的见证里 

示范基督居首位 
歌罗西书 4:2-6 黄一诚牧师 

28 
10.00am(粤) 

11.30am(华) 

在基督徒的服侍里 

示范基督居首位 
歌罗西书 4:7-18 宋天豪传道 
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